REMINDER

�EMBED Unknown���

The next Federation SER meeting is scheduled for 6:30 PM, January 13, 2004 at Golden Corral in Cleveland, Texas.



The first Federation tournament of 2004 will be held January 24th at Lake Sam Rayburn.  Launch and weigh in will be at Shirley Creek Marina 936-854-2233.  Go to  www.texas-bass.com for details.





MEETING TOPICS



The purpose of this special edition newsletter is to inform you of issues addressed and actions taken at the BASS Federation Southeast Region meeting held December 9, 2003.



2003 Region Championship – Mark Grissom

The top 40 competitors came from the 50 top qualifiers in the region.  Good participation.  Didn’t have to go down the list very far to fill all the spots.



Treasurers Report – Bill Wedelich

Will start the 2004 year with $2188.  Started 2003 with $657.



Conservation Report – Ed Parten

Fishing license costs are going up $5 in 2004 for all fresh water licenses.  The Livingston area State Representative has drafted a bill that earmarks all the funds generated by this increase (App. $50MM) for renovation of existing hatcheries (5 in the state at present), construction of new hatcheries and to increase stocking activity in the state.  He is also sponsoring legislation that will limit mercury contamination in area lakes.  Several of our lakes have elevated levels of mercury including Sam Rayburn, Toledo Bend, Dam B, Fayette County, etc.  We encourage you contact your State Rep. and support these efforts.



Promotions Report – Sam Creel

Have a lot of good sponsors now.  Need more sponsors from the Houston Conroe area.



Election of Officers

2004 Officers

Regional Director – Mark Grissom

Associate/Tournament Director – Donnie Golleher

(Combined these two positions this year)

Secretary/Internet Coordinator – Gordon Casey

Treasurer – Bill Wedelich

Promotions Director – Sam Creel

Youth Director – Buddy Hicks

Conservation Director – Ed Parten

Advisory Director – Bill Walton



Tournament Schedule – Donnie Golleher

January 24th – Sam Rayburn – Mill Creek

Shirley Creek Phone# - 936-854-2233

February 28th – Lake Livingston

March 7th – 12th State Championship/Livingston

March 27th – Lake Conroe

April 17th – Lake Limestone

May 15th – Toledo Bend

June 19th – Sam Rayburn

October – 2nd & 3rd – Top 40 Regional Championship / Coleto Creek, Victoria







Amendments to the Championship Format were adopted as presented.  Changes are as follows;

Regional Championship is now a 2 day event.

You can net your partner’s fish.

Added: “..must stay 50ft from a non-anchored competitors boat and 100 ft from an anchored competitors boat.



General

Mark Grissom called for volunteers from the club membership to fill appointed positions of Assistant Youth Director, Assistant Promotions Director and Assistant Conservation Director.



A Sponsor form letter is available to distribute to prospective sponsors.



Recap of State Directors meeting.  One of the things that came out of this meeting is that Eugene West will be editing and publishing a magazine for Federation members called “Tightlines”.  Advertising space can be purchased in this magazine which will subsidize the effort.



Important dates for 2004

March 7-12 – State Championship/Livingston

March 13 – Casting Kids Championship/Livingston

April 19-24 – Fed. National Champ./Tulsa, OK

May 31 – June 4 – Fed. Central Div. Champ/ Morgan City, LA.

Last Week in July – BASS Classic / North Carolina

Sept. 18-19 - PVA Texas Tour./Sam Rayburn.  Sponsored by Houston Oilman’s Bass Club.



Quarterly Regional Meeting

2nd Tuesday – Golden Corral – Cleveland, TX

January 13th

April 13th

June 8th

September 14th

December 14th



Meeting schedule accepted as proposed.



Texas State Championship

Entry forms must be submitted by Feb. 15, 2004.

Do away with the net rule.

No off limits on the tournament lake.

Entry fee to be $490 (includes big bass)

Schedule of events on State web site.

Regional Buy-In team.  Clubs send list of members that want to fish the state tournament and did not make the top six.  The Buy-In team will be selected based on individual stats.



Raffle Tickets

Will be sold to Federation members only.

Our Region has sold our allotment and then some.



Club Dues Deadline

1. National dues and rosters	Dec. 15, 2003

2. State dues and rosters	Dec. 15, 2003

3. Championship entries	Feb 15, 2004

4. New Clubs after Jan.1	Jan. 31, 2004

    who want to fish Championship



Goals for 2004

Better communications

More publicity

Stronger Youth and Conservation programs.

Continue “Bonus Programs”.

Find a Promotions Assistant in the Houston area.

Find a Youth Assistant volunteer.

Encourage membership usage of internet resources.



Direction of the Federation and ESPN/BASS – 

State Director Dave Walton

The Texas Federation stands behind BASS and BASS stands behind the Texas Federation.  The Texas Federation will not buy stock in BASS Inc.  Walton’s opinion is that BASS Inc. is attempting to take the Federation from BASS.  Federations in other states have, but the feeling is they will come back to BASS. 

 Dave encourages all members to support the Federation sponsors.

Bass Pro Shops sets aside one day per year and gives all BASS & Federation members a 30% discount.

Lowrance gives significant discounts to Federation members.

Skeeter/Yahama has the Alliance program for Federation members for parts, clothing, boat gear, etc.

MinnKota – Donates 22 trolling motors per year plus what they do at the State Tour.

State Farm – Jeramy Bolen – paying for web hosting of the Texas Federation web site hosting.  

SnakDaddy Lures

Castaway Rods



Dave also encourages all Federation member clubs to support the Pavilion at Lake Sam Rayburn.  The Federation has donated $22,000 to it’s completion.  For event permits at the Pavilion contact Colonel Marshal at (409) 698-2292.



The Federation is considering a proposal to require clubs to meet additional conditions to qualify to fish the State Tournament.  For example, a club will have had to host at least two youth events during the year.



HOBC Attendees

                                                               

Rusty Rivet

Steve Gifford

Brent Stafford

Donnie Golleher

	





2003 Top Six

First Place – Robby Talbert

Second Place – Gilbert Ornelas

Third Place – Steve Gifford

Fourth Place - Mike Albertson

Fifth Place – Bruce Ganer

Sixth Place – Rusty Rivet





DOOR PRIZES

�

N/A







HOBC LUNKER CLUB

�

To qualify for the HOBC Lunker Club, 1) you must catch a bass in a club tournament 2) with an actual scale weight of nine pounds or more.  Listed below are those that qualify.



	Angler	Weight	Lake, year

1.	L. Worden	10.14	Fork ‘98

2.	P. Malloy	9.87	Rayburn ‘98

3.	L. Thornhill	9.77	Fork 2000

4.	J. Hebert	9.68	Fork ‘92

5.	L. Worden	9.60	Choke ‘94

6.	M. Albertson	9.47	Richland‘97

7.	R. Babaz	9.08	Fork 2000







Proposed Changes to HOBC Constitution







HOW DID DEY DO DAT???

�



NOTES OF INTEREST







FOR WHAT ITS WORTH  



If you have anything that you’d like to see in the newsletter, let me know and I’ll put it in.  Classifieds are welcomed, of course.



��
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Houston Oilman’s Bass Club - 2003 Officers:

President:	Gene Pate	(936) 298-3038(h); (281) 463-6322 (w); (281) 463-6355 (f)	Vice-President:	Alan Stubblefield	(281) 355-9951 (h); (281) 618-4721 (w); (281) 618-4758 (f)

Secretary:	Bruce Ganer	(281) 537-2716 (h); (281) 851-9500 (w); (281) 537-2228 (f)	Treasurer:	Dave Bush	(936) 441-6344 (h); (281) 703-6296 (w); (936) 788-8295 (f)

Social Dir.:	Steve Gifford	(281) 482-4659 (h); (281) 625-5621 (w); (281) 625-6321 (f)










